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SUBJECT: INCIDENTS INVOLVING INDIAN DIPLOMAT 

1 . FOR THE EMBASSY'S INFORMATION, THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
POLICE AND THE FBI ARE CONDUCTING AN INVESTIGATION OF TWO 
RECENT INCIDENTS INVOLVING A POLITICAL OFFICER AT THE 
INDIAN EMBASSY, KOTAMRAJU PRATAP. ON AUGUST 13 PRATAP'S 
CAR WAS APPARENTLY SET AFIRE AND ON AUGUST 16 A FIRE BROKE 
OUT IN THE BASEMENT OF HIS BETHESDA HOME. THE POLICE SUS- 
PECT ARSON BUT HAVE NO IMMEDIATE LEADS. PRATAP REPORTED 
BOTH INCIDENTS TO A DEPARTMENT PROTOCOL OFFICER AUGUST 17, 
EXPLAINING HE WAS LEAVING WASHINGTON IN A FEW DAYS TO TAKE 
UP A NEW ASSIGNMENT BUT WAS CONCERNED BECAUSE HIS FAMILY 
WOULD REMAIN BEHIND FOR SOME TIME. PROTOCOL IN CONJUNCTION 
WITH SY HAS ARRANGED FOR THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY POLICE TO 
PROVIDE INCREASED PROTECTION AT PRATAP'S RESIDENCE. 
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2. NEA/INS OFFICERS HAVE EXPRESSED THEIR REGRETS TO PRATAP 
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AS WELL AS TO INDIAN EMBASSY COUNSELOR RAO AND ADMIN FIRST 
SECRETARY KRISHNA. THE EMBASSY APPEARS SATISFIED WITH THE 
HANDLING OF THE CASE AND APPRECIATIVE OF THE DEPARTMENT'S 
CONCERN. 

3. UPI IS CIRCULATING A BRIEF ITEM (CARRIED IN WASHINGTON 
POST AUGUST 19) REPORTING THE INCIDENTS. PRATAP IS QUOTED 
SAYING HE KNOWS OF NO MOTIVE FOR THEM AND HE HAS HAPPY 
RELATIONS HERE (IN THE WASHINGTON AREA). A PHOTOGRAPH 
ACCOMPANYING THE STORY SHOWS PRATAP PEERING AT HIS BURNED- 
OUT CAR. 

4. JUDGING FROM THE LOW-KEY REACTION OF THE INDIAN 
EMBASSY OFFICIALS (APART FROM PRATAP, THEY HAVE INITIATED 
NO CONTACT WITH THE DEPARTMENT ON THE CASE), IT IS POSSI- 
BLE THE MATTER WILL NOT COME UP IN DELHI. HOWEVER, WE 
WILL KEEP YOU ADVISED OF FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS. ROBINSON 
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